
WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT:   
Farm Advisors NZ Ltd & AgSafe NZ Ltd 
Property & Farm Management Consultants& Safety Consultants 

Phone: 027-2872886;   e-mail: findlay@farmconsulting.co.nz We are located at Innovation Park in Hamilton. 
Website: www.farmconsulting.co.nz          http://agsafe.nz   Follow AgSafe on Facebook. 

25 June 2022 
Daily grass growth rates:                                   Range  20 to 28 kg DM/ha/day.   
Average pasture cover:                                      1925 kg DM/ha.   Still too low!!!   
10 cm soil temperature:                                     9.8⁰C    
Rainfall  (Hamilton)– Month to date:               222 mm.  June 10 year Av 124 mm.   
Stock prices report:                                            Steers                           $2.760/kg 
        Bulls                                   $2.640/kg 
               Boner Cows                           $1.740/kg 
                                                    Store lambs                              $129.10ad 
          Feeder Calves                        $ 127.54 

Watch out for nitrate poisoning on new grass there is still a minor risk 
Spring calving is only a couple of weeks away on most dairy farms and lambing is about a month away.  It is time to go 
through the check lists ensuring there are the required vet treatments on hand, calf shed are all cleaned and ready to go and 
the cowshed checked.  Grazing rotations should be checked to ensure cows and ewes are in “safe” paddocks!! 

Week commencing  27 June 2022 
 This Week Nth Is This Week Sth Is Last Week Av 1 Year ago 

18 kg YX Lamb (cents/kg) $8.85   ^                   $8.90   ^          $8.67 $7.92 

21 kg Mutton (cents/kg) $6.00   ^                       $5.85   ^                $5.85 $6.22 

     

P2 Steer (270 to 295 kg) $5.87            $5.85   ^                 $5.83 $5.37 

M Cow (160 to 195 kg) $3.85   ^          $3.75   ^            $3.75 $3.81 

Bull (270 to 295 kg) $5.85             $5.60                         $5.72 $5.20 

     

Venison (60 kg AP Stag) $7.95            $8.05                $8.00 $5.53 

  Previous Week 1 year ago   2 yrs ago 

Fine Crossbred Indicator price $3.49   $3.49 $ 2.36        $ 2.09 

Mid Micron Indicator price $6.40       $6.40 $5.26           $7.83 

Butter (NZ $ per tonne) $ 9900 $ 9275 $ 6500         $5600 

Skim Milk Powder (SMP NZ $ per tonne) $ 6850 $ 6600 $ 4875         $4100 

Whole Milk Powder (WMP NZ $ per 

tonne) 
$ 6550 $ 6250 $ 5725         $4300         

Cheddar Cheese (NZ $ per tonne) $ 8375 $8515 $ 6225         $5900 

Casein (lactose casein NZ $ per tonne)  $19500 $18950 $ 14500       $13550 

Global Dairy Trade Index 1342 1359 1259                919 

US currency $0.627 $0.620 $0.707        $0.651 

Euro $0.593 $0.548 $0.593         $0.580 
Australian dollar $0.908 $0.910 $0.932        $0.940 
 
Finance:  The NZ dollar was steady against the US dollar following the adjustments the previous week.    The world markets 
remain unsettled with the high inflation in most western countries. 
Wool:  Wool prices remain in the doldrums. Perhaps the industry needs to look closer at other users of wool in other countries!! 
Beef, Sheep & Venison schedules: The meat schedules are mostly steady with some classes trending upwards as world food 
shortages start to become evident in the markets.  The slaughter facilities are slowing returning to normal production. 
Dairy Prices:  The demand for dairy commodities is very strong going into the new season with futures markets predicting 
payments of $10/kg ms.  The g/DT eased slightly with WMP down 0.6% with SMP still rising.    

  
Costs have sky-rocketed over recent months with fuel and fertiliser leading the charge.  It is time to reassess the operations.  
Quad bikes use more fuel than motorbikes, soil tests can let you be more specific with your fertiliser application, planning 
jobs can save fuel and less trips to town will add to the bottom-line. 
 
Many civilizations have celebrated the summer & winter solstice – The star group that identifies the time is know as 
Pleiades in much of the world, Subaru in Japan & Matariki by the Maori.  Check out the stars on the Subaru badge!!!  
 



Quote: “Sometimes I fear for our country.  We are in danger of dividing ourselves.  Any nation that bases its law and 
destiny on colour of skin will perish, and so it should”.   Mike Moore. 
 
Need Help. If at any time you just want to talk about being isolated on your farm and to have a chat, just call me – no charges!!  
027-2872886.  Rural Support Trust 0800-787-245.  Lifeline 0800-543354.  Crisis TXT – HELP (4357)  

You can hear us live on the radio on Monday morning at 7.35 am with Brian Kelly on Country Sport Breakfast – Radio NZ 
Gold AM.  792 AM in the Waikato & 1332 AM in Auckland.  Back on the 17th January 2022. 

Jim’s Weekly Rant:  
A recent headline – “It is very hard to read into a by-election”.  I have just read the book “Believer, Conversation with 
Mike Moore”.  It is a fascinating read and opens up the dissention and, at times, hate within the Labour caucus.  Mike 
Moore seemed to spend his whole career taking, reading and deciphering poles as he knew how important they were.  Mike 
Moore knew better than anyone the importance of poles and trends and that make Jacinders comments a little 
disingenuous.  But back to the book, I would recommend it to anyone who is involved in any political movement or 
committee and that includes the local neighbourhood enhancement committee, if there is one.  People and politics and 
relationships are the same, no matter who is involved or what is being managed and that is at all levels in society.  One of 
the issues that surprised me was the tension within the party and the potential for the caucus to self-implode at any time.  
They were like little school kids who wouldn’t talk with each other or be seen with someone who was perceived as opposing 
the party leader.  Moore’s comment was that most of the MP’s were about being re-elected to their seat at the next election 
and being able to curry-favour with the PM of the day instead of understanding and looking at what was best for the 
country.  When changes in leadership happened there were always those that would sidle up to the new leader saying they 
had always wanted them to be the leader anyway, even after a previous tense relationships. The tension in the caucus was 
the reasons that policies faltered and little was done or achieved – does this say something about our current political 
malaise.  Having lived through the tumultuous times of Rogernomics and being on the inside of many of the changes I now 
better understand why the current government is failing to do much other than spend money on consultants or opening 
roads.  The party divisions are not portrayed to the public and are often fudged by the friendly media.  Mike Moore was a 
man of integrity and principal and he never wavered from his belief, whether it was right or wrong.  He was maligned by 
many of his colleagues because he spoke up and was not prepared to tow the line on a number of issues.  He was a wise 
man and his reflections certainly provide insight into a government that is failing to understand the “ordinary New 
Zealander”.  A recent comment by Sir Lockwood Smith echoes Mike Moore’s comments when he also had a go at the 
current government and their lack of real-world experience.  We will continue to be governed by an ideology with a lack of 
real leadership because of likely divisions within the caucus that are covered over by another report to identify the need for 
a review of the report and signal some options in the future, unless they have all agreed!!!  We need politicians with real 
work & world  experience, an empathy with society and a desire to make NZ a better place where we all trust others as we 
work to create a better society supported by the people and not an imposed ideology.    
 
Get yourself a copy of a great book -  “Green Murder – a life sentence of net zero with no parole”.  Author -  Dr Ian 
Plimer and perhaps the best known  Australian geologist. 
 
Contact AgSafe NZ Ltd - Phone 027-2872886.  We can prepare your Work Safe manual and hazard management plan 
at a very competitive price.  We can arrange drug tests and farm maps for your property. 
 
Calf rearing is important for your future production – Check out the Bell-Booth “Queen of Calves” rearing plan.  There is 
research data from Massey University measuring the benefits.  They are clearly documented and the long-term benefits are 
more production per cow and longevity of the animals!!  Research has shown calves can be weaned approximately 22 days 
earlier when Queen of Calves is used. 

 
Q-Labs  for your comprehensive farm soil & nutrient test.  Qlabs are based in Waipawa.  
Soils:  Full Soil Analysis,  Soil Respiration Test,  Home Garden Soil Testing 
Feeds:  Full Feed Analysis,   Ruminant Nitrogen Utilization Efficiency (RNUE),   ME (Metabolizable Energy),    Feed 
Single Element ,    DM (Dry Matter),   Nitrate (Feeds)  
Waters & Effluents:  In Depth Water Test,   Water - Bacterial,   Water - Extras,   Dairy Effluent  (TKN),   Dairy Effluent 
(Totals).   Check out their services at www.qlabs.co.nz  Phone 0800-857733 
 
AgDrive offers courses to upskill yourselves and your staff.  It is important to ensure staff are upskilled and offered 
skill training courses.    AgDrive is an independent training establishment.  For course details and training 
information contact Sue 027-2354408.  
 
Drone Spraying a cost-effective way to spray weeds, sow grass seed etc.  www.dronespraying.co.nz   Check it out 
and call Pete Campbell on 021-835375 or email pete@dronespraying.co.nz 


